
Employing Analogies and
Metaphors
This playbook describes the process of using analogies

and metaphors in a learning environment. It outlines

steps for educators to effectively create and utilize

these tools to help learners connect new concepts with

their existing knowledge, thereby enhancing

understanding.

Step 1: Identify Concepts 

Determine the new concept that the learner is trying to understand.

Ensure that you have a clear and comprehensive grasp of the

material before proceeding to create analogies or metaphors.

Step 2: Assess Understanding 

Gauge the learner's existing knowledge and understanding. Identify

what they already know that is relevant to the new concept, as the

efficacy of an analogy or metaphor depends on its relatability to the

learner's prior knowledge.

Step 3: Develop Analogies 

Create analogies that link the new concept to familiar ideas or

experiences of the learner. Focus on finding similarities in function,

structure, or relationships that can make the new concept more

relatable.



Step 4: Formulate Metaphors 

Craft metaphors that embody the concept you are trying to teach. A

metaphor should be more than superficially similar to the concept; it

should resonate with the common attributes and essence of the idea

being taught.

Step 5: Integrate in Learning 

Incorporate the analogies and metaphors into the learning material.

Present them in a context that is accessible and engaging to the

learner, using narratives, visuals, or practical examples.

Step 6: Reinforce Understanding 

After introducing the analogies and metaphors, encourage the

learner to apply these concepts. Use reflective questions and

activities that reinforce the connection between the new ideas and

the analogous or metaphorical terms.

Step 7: Evaluate Effectiveness 

Assess the learner's comprehension after employing analogies and

metaphors. Ensure that they are not just memorizing the

connections, but also understanding the reasons behind them. Adjust

or refine the analogies and metaphors based on their feedback.

General Notes

Flexibility 

Be prepared to create multiple analogies or metaphors, as not all will

resonate with every learner. Adapt your approach to fit the diverse

backgrounds of your audience.



Avoid Misconceptions 

Ensure that your analogies and metaphors do not perpetuate

misconceptions about the concepts they are meant to clarify. They

should be accurate reflections of the ideas they are illustrating.

Contextual Relevance 

It's important to consider the cultural and personal context of the

learner when forming analogies and metaphors to ensure they are

relevant and understandable.
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