Motorcycle Steering
Maintenance

Step 1: Preparation

Gather all necessary tools and materials such as wrenches, new
bearings, lubricants, a motorcycle stand, and a service manual. Make
sure the motorcycle is clean and positioned securely on a stand.

Step 2: Inspection

Inspect the steering head for any play or roughness by tilting the
motorcycle's front wheel off the ground and moving the handlebars
side to side, feeling for any notches or resistance.

Step 3: Adjustment

If the inspection reveals slight play or imperfections, proceed to
adjust the steering head bearings according to the manufacturer's
specifications. This usually involves loosening the top triple clamp
and tightening the steering stem nut to the appropriate torque.

Step 4: Disassembly

For substantial wear, notchiness, or other defects found during
inspection, disassemble the front end to access the steering head
bearings. Carefully keep track of all parts and their order of removal.



Step 5: Replacement

Remove the old bearings and races, inspect the steering head for
damage, and clean it thoroughly. Install new bearings and races with
the correct tools, ensuring they are fully seated and properly aligned.

Step 6: Reassembly

Reassemble the front end of the motorcycle in the reverse order of
disassembly, paying close attention to the torque specifications for
each bolt and nut. Use new seals if necessary and apply fresh grease
to the bearings.

Step 7: Final Adjustment

Perform the final adjustment to the steering head bearings as done in
the initial adjustment step. Ensure there is no play and movement is
smooth. Tighten the top triple clamp bolts to the manufacturer's
specifications.

Step 8: Test

Test the steering for smoothness by turning the handlebars from lock
to lock. Take the motorcycle for a careful test ride to ensure proper
steering function. Recheck all fasteners and adjustments after the
test ride.

General Notes

Safety First

Always follow the motorcycle manufacturer's safety guidelines and
use the correct personal protective equipment when performing
maintenance.



Torque Values

Refer to the motorcycle's service manual for the correct torque
values and tightening sequences to avoid over or under-tightening,
which could lead to premature wear or failure.

Service Interval

Check the service manual for the recommended service intervals for
the steering head bearings and plan maintenance accordingly.
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