
Creating Time-lapses
and Hyperlapses
This playbook outlines the essential steps for creating

time-lapse sequences and hyperlapses. It covers the

necessary techniques, equipment settings, interval

calculations, and post-processing methods required to

produce these dynamic videos.

Step 1: Planning 

Decide on the subject and final outcome for the time-lapse or

hyperlapse. Consider the time of day, lighting conditions, and the

movement of your subject. Determine the duration of the event you

want to capture and estimate the final video length.

Step 2: Equipment 

Select a camera with manual settings, a sturdy tripod, and, for

hyperlapses, a way to move the camera smoothly (like a slider or a

gimbal). Optional: intervalometer for time-lapses, ND filters to

control exposure during bright conditions.

Step 3: Settings 

Configure your camera to manual mode. Adjust the ISO, aperture,

and shutter speed according to the lighting condition. Turn off

autofocus to maintain consistency. Set image quality to RAW for

maximum editing flexibility.



Step 4: Intervals 

Calculate the interval between each shot based on the desired speed

of the time-lapse and total shooting duration. For fast-moving

subjects, use shorter intervals (e.g., 1-3 seconds). For slower

subjects, use longer intervals (e.g., 15-30 seconds).

Step 5: Shooting 

Start the sequence. For time-lapses, mount the camera on the tripod

and use the intervalometer. For hyperlapses, move the camera a

small, consistent distance between each shot while keeping a fixed

point of interest.

Step 6: Editing 

Transfer all images to your computer. Import the sequence into video

editing software. Apply batch adjustments if needed. Set your frame

rate (commonly 24, 25, or 30 fps) and stitch the images together to

create the video. Apply stabilization if necessary.

Step 7: Final Touches 

Fine-tune color grading, and apply any desired effects or transitions.

Consider adding a soundtrack or sound effects to enhance the

viewing experience. Export your final video in the desired format.

General Notes

Weather Check 

Before shooting, verify weather conditions to ensure consistency in

your time-lapse or hyperlapse. Unpredictable weather can disrupt the

shooting process.



Battery Life 

Ensure your camera batteries are fully charged, and you have spares.

Time-lapse and hyperlapse photography can be battery-intensive due

to the long shooting periods.

Storage Capacity 

Have sufficient memory card storage. Shooting in RAW and capturing

hundreds or thousands of photos will require a lot of space.
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