
Green Building
Certification Guide
This guide provides a structured approach to obtaining

various green building certifications. It covers an

overview of notable certifications like LEED and Passive

House, detailing the process for certification and the

associated benefits.

Step 1: Research 

Identify and research the various green building certifications

available, such as LEED, Passive House, BREEAM, WELL, and Living

Building Challenge. Evaluate each based on their certification

process, cost, and relevance to your project.

Step 2: Choose Certification 

Select the green building certification that aligns best with the goals,

budget, and scale of the project. Consider the local regulatory

requirements and market preferences.

Step 3: Hire Consultants 

Recruit professionals such as architects, engineers, and sustainability

consultants who are experienced in guiding projects through the

chosen certification process.



Step 4: Pre-Assessment 

Work with hired consultants to perform a pre-assessment. Determine

what prerequisites and credits can be achieved given the current

project design and what changes might be needed.

Step 5: Design Changes 

Implement necessary design changes to meet the certification

requirements. This could involve adjustments to energy systems,

material choices, and other sustainability-related elements of the

project.

Step 6: Documentation 

Throughout the design and construction process, meticulously

document all features and processes that contribute to sustainability

for submission to the certification body.

Step 7: Apply for Certification 

Submit the project, along with all required documentation and

application fees, to the certifying body. Ensure that all prerequisites

are met and credits are properly documented.

Step 8: Certification Review 

The certifying body reviews the submission, might require additional

information, and will conduct on-site assessments if necessary.

Address any issues that arise promptly to avoid delays.



Step 9: Achieve Certification 

Upon passing the review, the project is awarded certification.

Promote the certification in marketing materials and use it to

demonstrate the commitment to sustainability.

General Notes

Local Variations 

Green building certification standards may vary by country and

region. Ensure the chosen certification is recognized and valued in

the project's locality.

Continuous Education 

Sustainability standards and technologies are evolving. Stay informed

about best practices and new requirements within the green building

industry.

Occupant Training 

Educate the occupants on the sustainable features of the building and

how to utilize them effectively to ensure the building performs as

designed.
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