
Drone Aerial
Photography Basics
This playbook provides a step-by-step guide to aerial

photography using drones, encompassing the legal

requirements, safety protocols, capturing techniques,

and innovative approaches to taking stunning aerial

photos.

Step 1: Legal Compliance 

Research and ensure compliance with local and national laws

regarding drone use for aerial photography. This may include

obtaining necessary permissions, licenses, and knowledge of no-fly

zones.

Step 2: Drone Preparation 

Select a drone that is suitable for photography, ensure that its

firmware is up-to-date, batteries are fully charged, and camera

settings are adjusted according to the desired outcome.

Step 3: Safety Measures 

Conduct a pre-flight safety check which includes inspecting the drone

for any damage, checking the weather conditions, and ensuring the

area is safe for flight.



Step 4: Flight Plan 

Plan the flight path considering the composition, lighting, and subject

matter. Establish a clear takeoff and landing area and be prepared to

adjust flight plans as needed.

Step 5: Creative Techniques 

Experiment with various techniques such as varying altitudes, angles,

and camera settings to create compelling and unique aerial

photographs. Be mindful of the sun’s position to manage shadows and

lighting.

Step 6: Image Capture 

Execute the flight plan and begin capturing images. Monitor the

drone’s battery life and flight stability throughout the session, and

adjust camera settings in real-time to adapt to changing conditions.

Step 7: Post-Processing 

After the flight, download the images and use photo editing software

to touch up and enhance the aerial photographs as necessary.

Consider color correction, cropping, and other adjustments to

achieve the desired effect.

General Notes

Insurance 

Consider obtaining insurance for the drone to protect against

accidental damage or liability during aerial photography operations.



Privacy Concerns 

Be aware of privacy issues when capturing images. Avoid

photographing private property or individuals without consent.
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