
Building a Basic Shelter
This playbook describes the step-by-step process of

constructing a basic shelter using available natural

materials or items that one might have in a survival kit.

The goal is to create a protective structure that provides

refuge from the elements.

Step 1: Site Selection 

Find a suitable location that is flat, dry, and away from hazards such

as dead trees, water bodies, cliffs, or insect nests. Consider areas

that are protected from the wind and have natural resources nearby.

Step 2: Gather Materials 

Collect materials like branches, leaves, vines, and grasses, or use

items like tarps, ropes, and poles from your survival kit. Ensure you

have enough to create a robust structure.

Step 3: Lay Foundation 

Create the base of your shelter by laying down large branches or

poles to form a sturdy frame. If using a tarp, spread it over the

ground to act as a floor.

Step 4: Construct Framework 

Erect a framework for the shelter using sturdier branches or poles. If

necessary, secure the framework with ropes or vines. For an A-frame

shelter, lean branches at an angle against a ridgepole or horizontal

branch.



Step 5: Add Insulation 

Weave smaller branches, leaves, and grass into the framework to

provide insulation. If using a tarp, drape it over the frame to create a

wind and waterproof barrier.

Step 6: Finalize Shelter 

Secure the structure by tying off any loose ends. Make sure the

shelter is stable and reinforce any weak points. Clear the inside area

and create a bedding area with leaves, grass, or other soft materials.

Step 7: Test Durability 

Gently push on the shelter to test its stability. Make adjustments as

necessary to ensure it can withstand wind or light pressure. Double-

check that no sharp edges are protruding inside the shelter.

General Notes

Location Caution 

Always take extra care when selecting the site to avoid natural

hazards and maximize the shelter's effectiveness against the

elements.

Insulation Importance 

Proper insulation is critical in maintaining body temperature. Do not

skimp on adding layers to the walls and floor of the shelter.



Emergency Preparedness 

Always be prepared with essential tools and items in your survival kit,

such as a knife, rope, and tarp, to aid in shelter building.
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