
Narrative Podcast
Editing
This playbook describes the advanced editing

techniques required for creating compelling story-driven

podcasts. It focuses on the use of soundscapes, pacing,

and techniques to maintain listener interest throughout

the podcast.

Step 1: Script Review 

Carefully review the podcast script to understand the story, identify

key moments that could benefit from enhanced sound design, and

plan the pacing.

Step 2: Select Music 

Choose background music that matches the tone and theme of the

narrative to help set the mood and reinforce the storytelling.

Step 3: Sound Effects 

Gather or create appropriate sound effects that can be layered into

the podcast to add depth to the narrative and to help paint a more

vivid picture for the listener.

Step 4: Ambient Sounds 

Incorporate ambient sounds to build engaging soundscapes that

support the scenes and enhance the overall listening experience.



Step 5: Dialogue Editing 

Edit the dialogue tracks for clarity, removing unwanted noises and

ensuring that the conversation flows naturally and maintains the

listener's interest.

Step 6: Pacing 

Adjust the pacing by carefully timing the pauses between sentences

and scenes, ensuring the podcast doesn't rush or drag, and keeping

the listener engaged.

Step 7: Mixing Tracks 

Mix the dialogue, music, sound effects, and ambient sounds,

balancing the levels to ensure clarity and that no element overpowers

another.

Step 8: Review & Revise 

Listen back to the edited podcast, ideally with fresh ears, to assess

the overall effect and make revisions as necessary for pacing, sound

balance, and storytelling impact.

Step 9: Finalize 

Apply final touches such as mastering the audio to the appropriate

loudness standards and ensure the podcast is polished and ready for

publishing.



General Notes

Story Focus 

Always keep the story and narrative focus in mind when selecting

music, sound effects, and ambient noises.

Listener Perspective 

Regularly step back and evaluate your edits from the perspective of a

first-time listener to ensure the podcast remains engaging and

accessible.

Technical Quality 

Maintain high technical quality in recordings to avoid distractions

and reduce the need for extensive post-production editing.
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