
Off-Campus Living Guide
This guide provides a structured approach for college

students preparing to live off-campus. It encompasses

finding suitable housing, managing finances, and

dealing with day-to-day responsibilities.

Step 1: Research 

Investigate various housing options that are available off-campus.

Consider factors such as distance from college, rent, neighborhood

safety, and accessibility to public transportation.

Step 2: Budgeting 

Create a detailed budget plan which includes rent, utilities,

groceries, transportation, and other living expenses. Ensure that the

chosen housing option fits within this budget.

Step 3: Inspect 

Visit potential housing options for inspection. Look for any signs of

damage or issues that may need repair and discuss these with the

landlord or property manager.

Step 4: Lease Review 

Carefully review the lease agreement. Pay special attention to clauses

regarding the lease duration, security deposits, rent payments,

maintenance responsibilities, and policies on roommates and guests.



Step 5: Agreement 

Sign the lease agreement after reviewing and understanding all

terms. Keep a copy of the signed lease for personal records.

Step 6: Utilities Setup 

Arrange for utilities such as electricity, water, gas, internet, and

garbage collection. Set up the services to start on your move-in date.

Step 7: Moving 

Plan and execute the move. This may involve hiring a moving service

or enlisting help from friends or family. Make sure to transfer all

necessary items to the new living space.

Step 8: Organization 

Organize and set up your living space. This includes arranging

furniture, setting up your study/work area, and ensuring the safety

and functionality of your new home.

Step 9: Rules Establishment 

If living with roommates, establish house rules regarding chores,

noise, visitors, and shared expenses. Make sure all roommates agree

and commit to these rules.

Step 10: Maintenance Routine 

Develop a routine for regular maintenance and cleaning of your living

space. Regular upkeep will prevent larger issues and create a

pleasant living environment.



Step 11: Engagement 

Engage with your local community. Understand your rights and

responsibilities as a tenant and neighbor, and establish positive

relationships in your new neighborhood.

General Notes

Emergency Numbers 

Keep a list of emergency contact numbers for maintenance issues,

health services, local police, and other critical services readily

available.

Insurance 

Consider getting renters insurance to protect your belongings from

theft, fire, or other damages.

Documentation 

Keep all important documents such as the lease agreement,

inspection reports, and receipts for any repairs or purchases related

to your housing in a safe and accessible location.
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