
Understanding Real
Estate Zoning
The playbook provides an approach to understanding

and navigating real estate zoning laws, which are

essential for determining permissible property use,

development potential, and adherence to regulations for

both residential and commercial property owners.

Step 1: Research 

Begin by researching local zoning laws through your municipality's

website or by visiting the local planning office. Obtain zoning maps

and any other relevant documents.

Step 2: Zoning Classification 

Identify the zoning classification for the property in question.

Common classifications include residential, commercial, industrial,

and mixed-use.

Step 3: Permitted Uses 

Understand what uses are permitted within the zoning classification.

This could include types of structures allowed, business activities,

and other land uses.

Step 4: Restrictions 

Study any restrictions associated with the zone such as building

heights, setback requirements, floor area ratios, density regulations,

and lot size.



Step 5: Conditional Uses 

Look into any conditional uses that may be allowed with special

permits and understand the application process for such permits.

Step 6: Variances 

Familiarize yourself with the process of applying for variances in case

the planned property use does not conform with the existing zoning

laws.

Step 7: Public Resources 

Take advantage of public resources such as zoning hearings,

workshops, and the advice of city planners to further understand and

comply with the zoning laws.

General Notes

Professional Help 

Consider hiring a land use attorney or a professional planner for

complex zoning issues or development projects.

Stay Updated 

Zoning laws can change, so it's important to stay up-to-date with the

local municipality for any amendments or updates to the laws

affecting your property.
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