Small Game Trapping
This playbook outlines the steps for crafting and setting traps aimed at catching small game for food. It includes selecting the right materials, constructing the trap, and properly placing it in a natural habitat for effective use.

Step 1: Material Selection
Select appropriate materials for constructing the trap, including sourcing sturdy twigs, branches, cordage, and bait. Consider the target game when choosing the size and strength of materials.
Step 2: Trap Construction
Craft the trap based on the chosen design, which could range from a simple snare to more complex mechanisms like a figure-four deadfall or a Paiute deadfall. Follow detailed construction guidelines specific to the trap type.
Step 3: Site Selection
Choose an optimal location for setting the trap. Look for areas with visible signs of animal activity such as tracks, droppings, or nibbled vegetation. The site should also be naturally camouflaged to prevent detection by the game.
Step 4: Trap Setting
Carefully set the trap according to its design, ensuring that it is stable, well-camouflaged, and sensitive enough to be triggered by the target game. Secure the bait and verify the trap's triggering mechanism functions correctly.
Step 5: Safety Measures
Ensure that the trap is set in a way that it won’t pose a hazard to non-targeted wildlife, pets, or humans. Position the trap away from heavily trafficked areas.
Step 6: Monitoring
Regularly check the trap at appropriate intervals to see if any game has been caught. Replenish bait and make any necessary adjustments to the trap's sensitivity or placement as needed.
Step 7: Harvesting
Upon successful trapping of the game, humanely dispatch the animal if it is not already deceased. Follow local regulations and ethical practices for wildlife harvesting.

General Notes
Legal Compliance
Ensure that trapping is legal in the chosen area, and acquire any necessary permits or licenses. Familiarize yourself with local laws regarding trapping and wildlife conservation.
Humane Practices
When setting traps, consider the humane treatment of animals. Traps should be checked at least once a day to avoid prolonged suffering.
Environmental Impact
Be mindful of the ecological balance. Avoid over-trapping in a single area, which can lead to the disruption of the local ecosystem.




