
Sustainable Landscaping
Techniques
This playbook outlines best practices for creating and

maintaining sustainable landscapes. It focuses on

conserving water and supporting local ecosystems

through mindful design choices and maintenance

strategies.

Step 1: Site Analysis 

Evaluate the existing site conditions including soil type, climate,

topography, and native vegetation. Understand the environmental

factors to make informed decisions that align with the local

ecosystem.

Step 2: Design Planning 

Create a landscape design that prioritizes native plants, includes

drought-resistant species, and reduces water runoff. Plan for plant

groupings based on similar water needs and consider incorporating

rain gardens or bioswales to manage stormwater.

Step 3: Soil Preparation 

Amend the soil with organic matter to improve its structure, fertility,

and water retention capabilities. Avoid soil compaction and establish

groundcovers to minimize erosion.



Step 4: Irrigation Efficiency 

Install an efficient irrigation system like drip irrigation to deliver

water directly to the plant roots. Employ rain sensors and automatic

timers to optimize water usage.

Step 5: Mulching 

Apply a layer of mulch around plants to conserve soil moisture,

regulate soil temperature, and reduce weed growth. Opt for organic

mulches that decompose and add nutrients to the soil.

Step 6: Plant Selection 

Choose plants that are well-suited to the local climate and soil

conditions. Prefer native species as they require less water and

maintenance, and provide habitat for local wildlife.

Step 7: Maintenance Practices 

Adopt maintenance practices that promote plant health and soil

quality, such as minimal pruning, organic pest control, and

responsible fertilization. Avoid overwatering and allow plants to

develop deep root systems for drought tolerance.

General Notes

Seasonal Considerations 

Adjust the maintenance routine to address the seasonal needs of the

landscape, such as increased mulching in hot seasons and

appropriate plant care during dormancy.



Wildlife Support 

Integrate features like birdhouses, nectar-producing plants, and

water sources to encourage and support wildlife within the

landscape.

Sustainable Materials 

When constructing landscape features like paths and patios, use

sustainable materials such as recycled pavers and locally sourced

stone.
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