
Teaching Students with
NLD
This playbook outlines strategies for educating students

with nonverbal learning disabilities (NLD). It provides a

structured approach to enhance learning experiences

and facilitate academic success for these students.

Step 1: Assessment 

Evaluate the student's specific challenges associated with NLD

through comprehensive assessments. This may involve collaborating

with specialists to obtain a detailed understanding of the student's

learning profile.

Step 2: Environment 

Create a supportive learning environment tailored to the student's

needs. This can include organizing a clear, structured classroom

layout and minimizing sensory distractions.

Step 3: Instruction 

Implement instructional strategies that leverage the student's verbal

strengths, such as using detailed verbal explanations and integrating

storytelling.

Step 4: Visuals 

Supplement verbal instruction with visual aids. Charts, diagrams, and

graphic organizers can help clarify concepts that students with NLD

find challenging to understand.



Step 5: Scaffold 

Provide scaffolding to assist with skill-building. This step involves

breaking tasks into smaller, manageable steps and providing

guidance and support as the student learns each new skill.

Step 6: Social Skills 

Explicitly teach social skills through role-playing and other structured

activities. Many students with NLD struggle with social interactions;

direct teaching can help them develop these essential skills.

Step 7: Practice 

Encourage repetitive practice of new skills in various contexts to

promote mastery. Consistency and repetition are key for students

with NLD to retain new information and apply it effectively.

Step 8: Feedback 

Provide regular, specific feedback on student performance. Positive

reinforcement and constructive criticism can boost the student's

confidence and inform them of areas requiring further improvement.

Step 9: Collaboration 

Foster collaboration between teachers, parents, and specialists to

ensure a unified approach to supporting the student. Regular

communication and sharing of insights are crucial to the student's

academic progress.



Step 10: Adjustments 

Make necessary adjustments to the teaching strategies based on

ongoing observations and assessments. Being adaptable to the

student's evolving needs is essential for effective teaching.

General Notes

Patience 

Educating students with NLD requires patience and understanding.

Progress may be slow, and teaching strategies should be adjusted

according to the student's pace of learning.

Resources 

Utilize additional resources and tools designed for students with

NLD. These can range from specialized software to educational

games that enhance learning.
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