Textile Recycling
Playbook

This playbook outlines the steps for responsibly
recycling or donating clothing and textiles to reduce
landfill waste. It guides individuals on how to sort
textiles, find appropriate recycling or donation centers,
and prepare items for the process.

Step 1: Sorting

Sort your textiles into three categories: reusable clothing, upcycling
materials, and recyclable textiles. Reusable clothing should be in
good condition, upcycling materials are those suitable for creative re-
purposing, and recyclable textiles are worn out but made of
recyclable fibers.

Step 2: Cleaning

Clean all reusable and upcycling textiles. Ensure they are free from
stains, odors, and personal belongings. Washing and drying them
according to their care labels is essential before donating or
repurposing.

Step 3: Research

Research local donation centers, thrift stores, and textile recycling
programs. Look for organizations that accept the types of textiles you
have sorted. Check their guidelines for donation or recycling to
ensure your items are suitable.



Step 4: Packaging

Package your textiles appropriately. Use clear bags or boxes to
separate the textiles by category. Label each package to identify its
contents clearly, and secure them to prevent spillage during
transport.

Step 5: Donation

Take reusable clothing to donation centers or thrift stores. Ensure
that these centers are properly recognized and that the clothes will
be put to good use or sold for charitable causes.

Step 6: Upcycling

For materials designated for upcycling, deliver them to local craft
centers, schools, or community groups that engage in creative
projects and could utilize these fabrics.

Step 7: Recycling

Drop off recyclable textiles at recycling bins or facilities that
specifically handle textile materials. Make certain that these facilities
can process the type of fibers in your recyclable textiles.

General Notes
Eligibility
Prior to donation or recycling, verify that the textiles meet the

accepted standards of the chosen second-hand shop, charity, or
recycling center to avoid rejection.



Recycling Symbols

Familiarize yourself with the recycling symbols that indicate textile
recyclability. This will help you in sorting and determining the correct
category for each item.

Eco-friendly Bags

Consider using eco-friendly bags when packaging textiles for
donation or recycling to further support environmental sustainability.
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