Precious Metal Clay
Crafting

Step 1: Workspace Preparation

Prepare your workspace by ensuring it is clean, well-ventilated, and
organized with all necessary tools and materials at hand, including a
non-stick surface for working with the clay.

Step 2: Conditioning Clay

Condition the precious metal clay by kneading it to make it pliable
and easy to shape. This process also helps in removing air bubbles
that may cause defects in the final piece.

Step 3: Molding

Mold the clay into the desired shape, using your hands or tools for
intricate designs. Be sure to create a smooth surface and crisp edges,
depending on your design requirements.

Step 4: Drying

Allow the modeled clay to dry completely. This can be done at room
temperature or using a heating tool. Ensure the piece is thoroughly
dry to prevent cracks during firing.



Step 5: Refining

Once dry, refine the shape and smooth the surfaces of your piece by
sanding or using metal clay-specific tools. This step is crucial for
achieving a professional finish.

Step 6: Firing

Fire the dried piece in a kiln or with a torch following the
manufacturer’s instructions. This process will burn away the clay
binder, leaving behind the metal particles to sinter into solid metal.

Step 7: Polishing

After firing, polish the piece to enhance its shine and finish. Use
polishing papers, cloths, or a tumbler with polishing media for a
brilliant shine.

General Notes

Safety

Wear protective eyewear and a dust mask when sanding or firing the
clay, and handle tools and the kiln or torch with caution.

Storage

Keep unused precious metal clay in airtight containers to prevent it
from drying out.

Materials

Precious metal clay can be composed of various metals, including
silver, gold, and copper. Choose the appropriate type for your project.
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