Planning an Accessible
Wedding

Step 1: Venue Selection

Choose a wedding venue that is accessible to individuals with various
disabilities. Look for features such as wheelchair ramps, elevators,
and accessible restrooms. Ensure there are no barriers that would
prevent guests from enjoying the event.

Step 2: Consult Experts

Seek advice from experts in accessibility or organizations that work
with individuals with disabilities to make sure you’re considering all
necessary accommodations.

Step 3: Site Evaluation

Visit the selected venue in person to evaluate all aspects of
accessibility. Check paths of travel, door widths, ramps, and seating
arrangements. Make a note of any areas that need adjustments or
additions to improve accessibility.

Step 4: Accessible Layout

Plan the layout of your venue with accessibility in mind. Ensure that
tables, dance floors, and stages are all accessible with ample space



for maneuvering. Consider a reserved seating area for guests with
disabilities with proper signage.

Step 5: Communication

Communicate with your guests ahead of time about any specific
needs they may have. Include a note in your invitations regarding the
accessibility features of your event, and offer to make additional
accommodations as necessary.

Step 6: Transportation Plans

Arrange for accessible transportation options for guests who may
require it. This could include hiring transportation services with
accessible vehicles or coordinating with public transportation
entities.

Step 7: Staff Briefing

Brief all staff and volunteers about the importance of accessibility,
and provide them with guidance on how to assist guests with
disabilities during the event.

Step 8: Emergency Plans

Develop and communicate clear emergency evacuation plans that
address the needs of guests with disabilities. Train staff and
volunteers on these procedures to ensure everyone’s safety.

Step 9: Accessibility Features

If necessary, rent additional accessibility features such as portable
wheelchair ramps, hearing loop systems, or visual alert systems to
accommodate guests during the event.



Step 10: Final Review

Conduct a final walk-through prior to the event to ensure all
accessibility measures are in place and functioning correctly. Check
that all paths are clear and all accommodation requests have been
addressed.

General Notes

Budget

Remember to allocate a portion of your budget for any additional
costs associated with making your wedding accessible, such as
renting extra equipment or hiring specialized services.

Feedback Loop

After the event, seek feedback from guests to learn about their
experience and any areas for improvement. This information can be
valuable for future events and for helping others plan accessible
gatherings.
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