
Genealogical Tourism
Playbook
This guide provides a structured approach for tourists to

trace their ancestry and explore cultural heritage in

foreign countries. It outlines steps to prepare for the

journey, conduct research, and make the most of the

genealogical exploration.

Step 1: Research 

Begin by gathering as much information as possible from family

records, oral histories, and online genealogy databases. Document

names, birthplaces, and other relevant details of ancestors.

Step 2: Plan Itinerary 

Based on the information gathered, identify key locations such as

towns, churches, cemeteries, and archives in the ancestral homeland.

Plan an itinerary that allows for visits to these significant sites.

Step 3: Learn Culture 

Study the culture, language, and history of your family's region of

origin. Understanding local customs and historical context can enrich

the experience and facilitate interactions.

Step 4: Contact Locals 

Reach out to local historians, genealogy societies, or even distant

relatives who can offer insight or assistance. Establishing contacts

before the trip can provide valuable guidance and resources.



Step 5: Prepare Documents 

Organize copies of all research materials, notes, and communication

to bring on the trip. Include a genealogical query letter in the local

language if necessary.

Step 6: Visit Archives 

While on location, visit libraries, archives, and other repositories of

historical information to search for further details. Be prepared to

navigate records in a foreign language.

Step 7: Document Findings 

Keep a detailed journal or digital record of discoveries, including

photographs or copies of documents. Ensure that sources are

properly cited for future reference.

Step 8: Engage Community 

Where possible, engage with the local community to learn more

about the regional heritage and family connections. Attend local

events or visit places relevant to the family history beyond official

records.

Step 9: Reflect & Share 

After the return, reflect on the experience and update your genealogy

records with new information. Share the journey and findings with

family and heritage groups.



General Notes

Visa Requirements 

Check the visa requirements for the countries you'll be visiting well

in advance. Secure any necessary visas or travel permits.

Cultural Sensitivity 

Be mindful of local customs and show respect when visiting personal

and sacred sites. Always ask for permission before taking photos or

accessing private property.

Legal Restrictions 

Be aware of the country's laws regarding data privacy and access to

public records. Some countries may have restrictions on the use of

certain types of information.
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