
Navigating Financial Aid
This playbook is designed to guide individuals through

the process of understanding and applying for financial

aid and scholarships. It includes steps for completing

federal aid applications, searching for scholarships, and

submitting necessary documentation.

Step 1: Research 

Investigate the types of financial aid available, including federal aid,

state aid, institutional aid, and private scholarships. Understand the

differences between grants, loans, work-study, and scholarships.

Step 2: FAFSA 

Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to

apply for federal financial aid. Provide accurate financial information

and submit the form by the deadline.

Step 3: State Aid 

Check if your state offers separate financial aid applications or if the

FAFSA covers state aid eligibility. Follow state-specific instructions

and deadlines.

Step 4: Institutional Aid 

Explore financial aid options offered directly by the educational

institutions you're interested in. Visit their websites or contact their

financial aid offices for application procedures.



Step 5: Scholarships 

Search for scholarships that match your profile, including academic

achievement, talents, or demographic factors. Use scholarship search

engines, community organizations, and school resources.

Step 6: Documentation 

Gather all necessary documentation for applications, such as tax

returns, identification documents, and academic records. Keep

organized files for each application.

Step 7: Apply 

Submit all financial aid and scholarship applications before the

deadlines. Ensure you provide all requested information and essay

responses where required.

Step 8: Follow Up 

After submission, check your email and application portals regularly

for updates or requests for additional information. Respond promptly

to any inquiries.

General Notes

Deadlines 

Be mindful of the various deadlines for each application, as missing a

deadline can disqualify you from consideration for aid.



Updates 

Keep your applications updated with any changes in financial

situation or personal information to ensure eligibility and correct aid

disbursement.

Consult 

Consider consulting with a financial aid advisor if you encounter

complex situations or need personalized guidance throughout the

process.
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