
Home Recycling System
Setup
This playbook outlines the steps to set up an efficient

recycling system in your home. It aims to help you sort

and manage recyclables effectively to minimize waste.

Step 1: Assessment 

Begin by assessing the amount and types of waste commonly

produced in your home. Identify the recyclable materials like paper,

plastic, glass, and metals.

Step 2: Local Guidelines 

Research your local recycling guidelines. Find out which materials

are accepted by your local recycling program and the forms they

must be in for collection.

Step 3: Collection Bins 

Purchase or repurpose containers to use as separate bins for each

type of recyclable. Label them clearly – paper, plastic, glass, and

metal.

Step 4: Placement 

Place the collection bins in convenient and appropriate areas of your

home. Consider locations where waste is generated most, like the

kitchen, office, or bathroom.



Step 5: Education 

Educate all household members about what items can be recycled

and the importance of placing them in the correct bins.

Step 6: Routine 

Establish a routine for regularly emptying the bins into your larger

recycling containers for curbside pickup or for taking to a recycling

drop-off center.

Step 7: Maintenance 

Regularly clean and maintain your recycling bins to prevent

contamination and ensure that recycling is a hygienic part of your

home environment.

General Notes

Contamination 

Be vigilant about preventing contamination of recyclables with non-

recyclable items, as this can lead to the entire bin being discarded.

Reuse 

Before recycling, consider if any items can be reused. Reusing items

can often be even more environmentally friendly than recycling.

Updates 

Stay updated with local recycling rules and adapt your system as

necessary, as guidelines can change.
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