
Drafting Residential
Lease
This playbook provides a detailed guide on how to draft

a residential lease agreement. It covers the inclusion of

essential clauses, specifying terms, and acknowledging

tenants' rights to ensure a legally binding contract.

Step 1: Preparation 

Gather all necessary information about the property, landlord, and

tenant. This includes the full legal names of all parties, property

address, and specifics such as the size and type of the property.

Determine the lease period and monthly rent.

Step 2: Outline Terms 

Define the lease terms, including the duration of the lease, rent

amount, payment due dates, security deposit details, and any late

payment policies. Specify responsibilities for utilities, maintenance,

and repairs.

Step 3: Add Clauses 

Incorporate essential clauses such as use of property, occupancy

limits, pet policies, subletting restrictions, and steps required for

renewing or terminating the lease. Include a clause about adherence

to local laws.



Step 4: Address Rights 

Ensure the lease agreement respects the rights of the tenant, such as

the right to a habitable dwelling, privacy, and the process for

handling complaints or requesting repairs.

Step 5: Legal Compliance 

Confirm that the lease agreement complies with all applicable state

and local housing laws, including disclosures about lead paint, mold,

or other hazards.

Step 6: Review & Amend 

Review the lease draft for completeness and accuracy. Check for

consistency in language and terms. Make any necessary amendments

to ensure clarity and legal enforceability.

Step 7: Finalize 

Once the draft is complete and reviewed, prepare the final lease

agreement. Include signature lines for all parties involved and specify

the date of the agreement's effect.

Step 8: Execute 

Arrange a meeting with all parties to sign the lease agreement.

Ensure all parties receive a copy of the signed contract for their

records.



General Notes

Professional Advice 

Consider consulting a real estate attorney or a legal professional to

review the lease agreement draft to ensure it's valid and enforceable.

Custom Clauses 

Landlords may choose to include custom clauses for issues specific to

the property but ensure these do not violate the tenant's rights or

local laws.
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