
Basics of Color Grading
This playbook provides an introduction to color grading,

detailing the essential tools and techniques to enhance

the visual quality of video projects. It outlines the

fundamental steps involved in the color grading

process.

Step 1: Workspace Setup 

Prepare your color grading workspace by ensuring that your monitor

is calibrated for accurate color reproduction. Set up a controlled

lighting environment to maintain consistency in visual perception.

Step 2: Import Footage 

Import the video footage into your color grading software. Organize

your clips in the timeline and ensure they are ready for color

correction.

Step 3: Primary Correction 

Begin with primary color correction to adjust the overall look of your

footage. This typically involves correcting the exposure, contrast,

white balance, and black levels for a balanced image.

Step 4: Secondary Correction 

Move on to secondary color correction where you target specific

colors or areas of the image. Use tools like color wheels, curves, and

masks to adjust saturation, hue, and luminance on a more granular

level.



Step 5: Creative Grading 

Apply creative color grading to establish a particular mood or style.

Experiment with color palettes, grading styles, and look-up tables

(LUTs) to achieve your desired aesthetic.

Step 6: Match Shots 

Ensure consistency across all shots by matching colors and tones

between different scenes or takes. Use scopes like waveforms and

vectorscopes for precision.

Step 7: Preview and Adjust 

Preview your graded footage on various devices to check for

consistency. Make final adjustments as necessary to ensure your

video looks great on all platforms.

Step 8: Export Final Video 

Once satisfied with the color grading, export your video in the

desired format. Make sure to use the right codec and settings for

your distribution channel.

General Notes

Monitor Calibration 

Regularly calibrate your monitor to ensure color accuracy throughout

your grading work. Use calibration tools and reference charts as

needed.



Controlled Environment 

A controlled lighting environment helps minimize external influences

on color perception and is critical for consistent color grading.

Save Progress 

Frequently save your grading project to prevent data loss and make it

easier to return to previous versions if necessary.

Training and Practice 

Develop your skills through training and practice, as color grading is

as much an art as it is a technical process.
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