
Shelter Enhancement
Guide
This playbook describes a series of steps to upgrade a

basic survival shelter for long-term use and improved

comfort. It is intended to ensure greater protection from

elements and enhance the well-being of its occupants.

Step 1: Insulation 

Add insulation to your shelter to retain heat and stay warm. Use

natural materials such as leaves, grass, or moss, and enhance with

salvaged materials if available, such as blankets or foam.

Step 2: Reinforcement 

Reinforce the structure of your shelter to withstand weather

conditions. Use stronger materials like large branches or scavenged

items for stability. Secure joints with rope or wire.

Step 3: Waterproofing 

Make the shelter waterproof to protect from rain and moisture. Apply

additional layers of foliage, plastic sheeting, or tarps over the roof

and walls, ensuring an overlap to direct water away.

Step 4: Expansion 

Expand your shelter if space allows, creating designated areas for

sleeping, storage, and activity. Maintain the structural integrity

during expansion and consider the additional need for materials.



Step 5: Ventilation 

Ensure good ventilation to manage airflow and reduce condensation.

Create small vents near the top of the shelter while ensuring that

they can be closed to retain warmth when necessary.

Step 6: Sleeping Platform 

Build an elevated sleeping platform to keep off the cold ground. Use

logs or branches to create a raised bed and top it with a layer of

insulating materials.

Step 7: Storage Solutions 

Implement storage solutions to keep supplies organized and dry. Use

hanging pouches, baskets, or shelves to utilize vertical space and

protect your items from pests and moisture.

Step 8: Fire Safety 

Designate a safe area for a fire pit if heating with fire, ensuring it is a

safe distance from flammable materials. Maintain a supply of

firewood and practice fire safety to prevent accidents.

General Notes

Location 

Select the right location for your shelter before making upgrades.

Avoid flood-prone areas, heavy wind zones, and areas too far from

resources.



Materials 

When scavenging for materials, be mindful of the environment. Use

renewable resources where possible and ensure that your upgrades

are sustainable.

Cautions 

Be aware of the increase in weight and structural load when adding

enhancements. Regularly inspect the shelter for signs of wear or

instability.
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