
Water-Wise Gardening
This playbook outlines steps to create and maintain a

water-efficient garden by utilizing drought-resistant

plants, efficient irrigation, and mulching to conserve soil

moisture.

Step 1: Plant Selection 

Choose drought-resistant plants that are native or adapted to your

region's climate. These plants will require less water and can thrive

with minimal irrigation.

Step 2: Soil Preparation 

Prepare the soil by adding organic matter to increase its water

retention. Compost or peat moss can be mixed into the soil to help it

hold moisture and reduce the need for frequent watering.

Step 3: Efficient Irrigation 

Install a drip irrigation system to deliver water directly to plant roots,

minimizing evaporation and waste. Ensure the system has a timer to

water plants during the cooler hours of the day and adjust the

schedule based on rainfall.

Step 4: Mulching 

Apply a layer of mulch around plants to maintain soil moisture,

regulate soil temperature, and reduce evaporation. Organic mulches

like wood chips or straw can also enrich the soil as they decompose.



Step 5: Maintenance 

Regularly check your garden for any signs of stress in plants, and

adjust your watering schedule as necessary. Prune dead or excess

growth to help plants use water more efficiently.

General Notes

Water Timing 

Water plants early in the morning or late in the evening to reduce

water loss due to evaporation during the hottest part of the day.

Rainwater Collection 

Consider setting up a rainwater collection system to capture and

store rainwater for garden irrigation, further reducing the need for

tap water.

Regular Monitoring 

Monitor the local weather forecast and adjust the irrigation schedule

accordingly to prevent overwatering, especially before a rain event.
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